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N Opening of the conference * welcome and introduction
JEROME BEAUCHEZ

~ Black People in White Space: Challenges to Civil Society

ELIJAH ANDERSON

Since the end of the civil rights movement, many Black people have made their
way into spaces previously occupied only by Whites, though their reception has
been mixed. Today, many of these Black people have left the ghettos and now
reside in formerly White neighborhoods, attend the best schools, pursue the
professions of their choosing, and occupy various positions of power, privilege,
and prestige. Many White people strongly supported racial inclusion, while
many others, consumed by deeply held prejudices, resisted these changes,
which they feared abrogated their own rights and assumed privileges. Over the
years, this resistance has grown socially and politically, and now constitutes a
powerful White backlash.

ELIJAH ANDERSON IS THE STERLING PROFESSOR OF SOCIOLOGY AND OF AFRICAN
AMERICAN STUDIES AT YALE UNIVERSITY. HE IS ONE OF THE LEADING URBAN
ETHNOGRAPHERS AND CULTURAL SOCIOLOGISTS IN THE UNITED STATES. IN 2021, ELIJAH
ANDERSON WAS AWARDED THE STOCKHOLM PRIZE IN CRIMINOLOGY. HE RECENTLY
PUBLISHED BLACK IN WHITE SPACE. THE ENDURING IMPACT OF COLOR IN EVERYDAY LIFE
(UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO PRESS, 2022). FOR MORE INFORMATION:

® sociology.yale.edu/people/elijah-anderson & & elijahanderson.com
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