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⇘  �Welcome coffee

1 0 H - 1 1 H 1 5

⇘  �Soldiers and Kings: Human Smuggling, Violence, and the Praxis of 
Photoethnography 
J A S O N  D E  L E Ó N

In 2014, Mexico (with financial and logistical support from the Obama 
administration) launched Programa Frontera Sur, a security enforcement 
project aimed at stopping Central American migrants from reaching the U.S./
Mexico border. Under this program, Mexico dramatically increased arrests and 
deportations while simultaneously making the migration journey more arduous 
and deadly. In response to this heightened security, migrants have turned to 
transnational gangs such as MS-13 who have become increasingly involved in 
the human smuggling industry. In 2015 I began a long-term photoethnographic 
project focused on understanding the daily lives of Honduran smugglers who 
profit from transporting migrants across the length of Mexico. In this talk 
I use ethnographic data to discuss the relationship between transnational 
gangs and the human smuggling industry and outline the complicated role 
that photography plays as a field method and data source in this violent and 
ethically challenging context.

J A S O N  D E  L E Ó N  I S  A N  A N T H R O P O L O G I S T,  P R O F E S S O R  AT  U C L A  I N  T H E  D E PA RT M E N T S  O F 

A N T H R O P O L O G Y  A N D  C H I C A N A / O  S T U D I E S .  H E  I S  A F F I L I AT E D  W I T H  T H E  C O T S E N  I N S T I T U T E 

O F  A R C H E O L O G Y.  I N  2 0 1 5 ,  H E  P U B L I S H E D  T H E  L A N D  O F  O P E N  G R AV E S .  L I V I N G  A N D  D Y I N G 

O N  T H E  M I G R A N T  T R A I L  ( U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  C A L I F O R N I A  P R E S S ,  C A L I F O R N I A  S E R I E S  I N 

P U B L I C  A N T H R O P O L O G Y ) .  F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N Q jasonpatrickdeleon.com

1 1 H 1 5 - 1 1 H 4 5

⇘  �Coffee break

1 1 H 4 5 - 1 3 H

⇘  �The Migrant Athlete’s Body between Hero and Abject	  
N I K O  B E S N I E R

Since the 1980s, neoliberalism has radically transformed the world of 
sport, as sport clubs and federations have become for-profit businesses, in 
conjunction with television and corporate sponsors. Neoliberal sport has had 
other important effects, which are rarely the object of attention: as national 
economies in the Global South and local economies of marginal areas of the 
Global North have collapsed under pressure from global capital, many young 
people dream of pursuing a sport career as an escape from poverty. But this 
elusive future is often located elsewhere, initially in regional centres, though 
ultimately in the wealthy centres of the Global North that can support a sport 
infrastructure. But the probability of success in the highly competitive world 
of sport is infinitesimal, and thus the migrant athlete’s racialized body is 
suspended between images of the heroic and the abject.

N I KO  B E S N I E R  I S  A N  A N T H R O P O LO G I S T,  P R O F E S S O R  AT  L A  T R O B E  U N I V E R S I T Y,  M E L B O U R N E . 

H I S  A C A D E M I C  E X P E R I E N C E  I N C LU D E S  T E A C H I N G  A N T H R O P O LO G Y  AT  YA L E  U N I V E R S I T Y, 

U C L A  A N D  T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  A M S T E R D A M .  F R O M  2 0 1 6  T O  2 0 1 9 ,  H E  W A S  E D I T O R - I N -

C H I E F  O F  A M E R I C A N  E T H N O LO G I S T.  I N  2 0 1 2 –1 7,  N I K O  B E S N I E R  D I R E C T E D  A  P R O J E C T 

T I T L E D  “G LO B A L I Z AT I O N ,  S P O RT S ,  A N D  T H E  P R E C A R I T Y  O F  M A S C U L I N I T Y, ”  F U N D E D  B Y  T H E 

E U R O P E A N  R E S E A R C H  C O U N C I L .  F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N  Qglobal-sport.eu

1 3 H 0 0 - 1 4 H 1 5

Lunch break

1 4 H 1 5 - 1 6 H 1 5

⇘  �Graduate Student Workshop

The workshop is open in priority to students of the Unistra Department of 
Anthropology, as well as to PhD students of LinCS. Graduate students from 
other departments or labs may participate, subject to availability.

I N  A N Y  C A S E ,  I T  I S  N E C E S S A R Y  T O  R E G I S T E R  B E F O R E  M A R C H  2 5  ¯ lincs@misha.fr

⇐  S Y M P O S I U M  S T R E A M E D  O N  Y O U T U B E 

@ M I S H A L S A C E



U
N

IS
T

R
A

 20
23

 D
E

SI
G

N
 &

 P
R

IN
T i

m
pr

im
er

ie
 d

al
i

IL
LU

ST
R

A
T

IO
N

 O
pe

n 
yo

ur
 ey

es
 W
W
W
.D
A
N
2
3.
CO
M


